
 
Pristane 
 
Product Number  P 1403 
Store at Room Temperature 
 
Product Description 
Molecular Formula:  C19H40 
Molecular Weight:  268.5 
CAS Number:  1921-70-6 
Density:  0.782 g/ml 
Congealing Point:  -100 °C1 
 
2,6,10,14-Tetrametylpentadecane (Pristane) is used to 
precondition the peritoneal cavity of mice, prior to the 
induction of ascites fluid with myeloma cells. Several 
different protocols have been described in the 
literature.2,3,4 
 
The success rate in tumor development and the 
probability of ascites formation are increased by 
intraperitoneal injection of 0.5 ml of Pristane or 
incomplete Freund's adjuvant a few days prior to 
injecting the cells.5,6 
 
This product is sterile filtered and tested for the 
absence of endotoxins. 
 
Precautions and Disclaimer 
For Laboratory Use Only.  Not for drug, household or 
other uses. 
 
Preparation Instructions 
This product is miscible with hexane (10%[v/v]). 

Procedure 
The suggested method for the use of this product is as 
follows:  Inject about 0.5 ml of Pristane per animal 
intraperitoneally and wait a minimum of two weeks (up 
to several months). Follow with injection of the 
hybridoma cells or ascites fluid from another animal.  
Allow another 3-4 weeks to see a positive response.  If 
frozen cells are being used for injection, it is important 
that they are in the log phase of growth prior to 
injection.  The biggest problems arise from rushing the 
injection schedule.  It is critical that the mice are given 
enough time to respond.  In addition, not all 
hybridomas will grow as ascites tumors. 
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Sigma brand products are sold through Sigma-Aldrich, Inc.
Sigma-Aldrich, Inc. warrants that its products conform to the information contained in this and other Sigma-Aldrich publications.  Purchaser

must determine the suitability of the product(s) for their particular use.  Additional terms and conditions may apply.  Please see reverse side of
the invoice or packing slip.


