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21378 Campylobacter Selective Agar (Base) 
       
      
For the isolation of Campylobacter species from human and animal derived clinical material, and 
from contaminated food, water etc. according to Skirrow. 
 
Composition: 
 

Ingredients Grams/Litre 
Peptone-protein mixture 21.0 
Electrolyte 5.0 
Starch (soluble) 1.0 
Agar 13.0 

Final pH 7.3 +/- 0.2 at 25°C 
 

Store prepared media below 8°C, protected from direct light. Store dehydrated powder, in a dry 
place, in tightly-sealed containers at 2-25°C. 
 
Directions: 
Dissolve 40 g in 1 litre distilled water and autoclave at 121°C for 15 minutes. Cool to 45-50°C and 
add 50-70 ml defibrinated blood and 1 vial/l of Park and Sanders Selective Supplement I (Cat. No. 
17191) and 1 vial/l of Park and Sanders Selective Supplement II (Cat. No. 17194) per 1 litre 
medium. Pour plates. The recommended incubation is 24-48 hours in an O2-deficient, CO2-
enriched atmosphere which can be produced in an anaerobic jar. 
 
Principle and Interpretation: 
A nutritionally rich medium and an O2 (~5%) deficient, CO2(10%) and N2(85%) enriched 
atmosphere gives the best conditions to Campylobacters. The antibiotics which are added as a 
Campylobacter selective supplement largely inhibit the accompanying microbial flora. The 
Campylobacter species can be classified by the dependence of their growing temperatures. For 
example the possible incubation temperature of C. fetus ssp. fetus and of C. fetus spp. venerealis 
is 25-37°C and of C. jejuni/coli it is 37-42°C. 
 
Cultural characteristics after 24-48 hours. 
 

Organisms (ATCC) Incubation Temperature 
°C 

Growth 

Campylobacter jejuni (33560) 42 +++ 
Campylobacter fetus (27374) 35 +++ 
Campylobacter coli (43478) 42 +++ 
Escherichia coli (25922) 42 - 
Enterococcus faecalis (19433) 42 - 
Proteus mirabilis (29906) 42 - 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

The vibrant M, Millipore, and Sigma-Aldrich are trademarks of Merck KGaA, Darmstadt, Germany or 
its affiliates. Detailed information on trademarks is available via publicly accessible resources. 
© 2018 Merck KGaA, Darmstadt, Germany and/or its affiliates. All Rights Reserved. 
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Precautions and Disclaimer  
This product is for R&D use only, not for drug, household, or other uses. Please consult the Material 
Safety Data Sheet for information regarding hazards and safe handling practices. 
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